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Store Wars!

Yes, ﬁmu s 1- alnost fully commercialized now, and to prove it, many

themes for their ads. "Diamond encount-
ers of the e:qmu e Rin tis heen Tunning for a jewellers' TV blurb, Even a
 chocolate bar finds its origins in the deoths of svace. But on a grand scale,
the biggest push of this sort in Vinnipeg is from Eaton's, that Macy's of the
far morth. In October, for two weeks, Eaton's hosted Space Odyssey, an exhibi-
tlon of space paraphemnalia, including moon rocks, Russian space hardvare, U.S
space hardware, and astronaut, thrown in together with science fiction, UFO's
pure science, astrology, and everybody's favorite, Darth Vader.

Even I was there, sitting at the UFO Reporting booth amonest the exhibits.

le there, almost each nicht for two weeks, I acted as representative of a
sort for the Manitoba Planetarium, answering questions regarding its eclipse dis-
Play, as well as the usual expected questions resarding the UFO display, which
dncluded a'mhp of UFO siehting locations in Manitoba (for which I supplied infor-
mation) and a set of mn:y-cxve color glossies of UFO photographs .Both were
mounted on very sisht fn-
R T s e a3t Tatien v BL5k €0 et & sat of the slcssten, of
which three sets were made, I received no payment Fo( my hours at the desk, All
sets ended up being donated to the Planctarium, and I et nothiny. Needless to
edy, I am a bit mad nbm.c this, but this is neither the time nor place for let-
ting off that much si

Mt i iy e running, on October 22nd, at about 8 P
bright red source of licht was seen over Fort Garry by h\\n\reds of residen[s as
it "hovered" and finally exploded with a loud explosion which shook houses, rat-
tling windows scaring the living daylichts out of many people. Police were
baffled, and nobody seemed to be able to figure cut what the object had bedn.
Dr. MacNamara of the NRC thoucht it was a meteor, thoush it was seen for over
three minutes by some witnesses, quite untypical of such phenomena.But, the
next morning, the police announced that they had arrested two men for creating
a hoax by sending aloft a balloon made from a sraen garbage bag, filled with
n.un and acetylene. (Actually, two balloons were releascd, the second being

out an hour and a half later.) One of the balloons passed very close to a
ifon a landing aporoach, givine the pilot some cause for worry as he

the least, if the balloon had floatad closer to the plane and eotten sucked into
the intake.) I interviewad a number of witnesses, and spoke with several offic-
ials about the incident, setting a lot of interestine information. Some of the
witnesses "clearly saw" metallic-apvearine discs flyine around the red bulk of the
Lepht. Such is 1ife. At any rate, the case is on file as an IF0 (Identified Fly-
1ing Object) .

"It seems that I am in charge of the orzanizing committee for looking into the
planning of the next Winnipes Science Fiction Society convention, to be calle
UN-Con II. We're looking at a date near the cnd of May, hovefully the 26th, making

e~day con, though with en added costume social in the evening. If we

>
will M B it ame) monad by yours traly, no doubt, ans-
wering questions on the latest happenings on the UFO scene.



Turning for a mnt to "hard ecience”, I thought I'd mention that come Feb-
Tharyiof 1979, e heading up to Hecla Tsland with my wife, Lois, for sever-
al days of E aseses vacation. Vhy way uw there in the middle of nowhere? That
in itself is precisely cme of the reasons, another being that the best place in
Nozth Anerica for viewing the lest eclipse of our 1ifetimes in this area, is out
~ at Hecla Tsland. We're booked into the Gull Harbour Resort at the mnorth tip of
| ghe Loland (precey snazay, oh). Vo'l be pat of a group of scientists from a-
| round the world who are coming to the frozen wasteland of Manitoba to the eclipse
site. mx!'l a big push on right now for Brandon as the best spot, even though
Hecla is much closer to Winniveg, and has less smog €nan Brandon. At any Yate,
even Dr. J. A. Hynek is scheduled to be there, as well as various other astron-
omers and solar specialists fron who-knous—vhere. Rumor has it that it will be a
"mini scientific conventfon" of sorts, and from the stories I've heard about
some scientific conventions, I hope so. Leaving scieace entirely aside, like I
sometines do, anyway, it is a vacation, complete with indcor AR ddning
room, room service, fireplace lounge. - the woiks. What can I s.

1 was 1istening to a taik the other day, given by a guy who hasa‘tremendous
interest in the Government cover-up of UF) reports, especially the incidents re-
Essttie) s ata Wi Thur Smich of the atlonal Research Comcil. For those of you

, Smith was involved with Canada's version of Project Blue Book,
ac:u.llly ‘two committees known as Projoct Magnet and Project Second Storey. Smith
was a brilliant man, apparently, desigaing and constructing many devices still
used by the NRC in electromagnetic research. However, Smith had a hobby that an-
noyed some of his associates and irpressed others: he was interested in UFO's.
Really interested. So much so, in fact,that he had the povernment set up an array
of detection devices at one of its research stations. Curiously, it paid off.
One day, all the alarms, etc. went off, and everycne rushed outside to have a
look at the sky. Nothing was there, but the detectors had indicated that a large
object of some sort was slovly flying overhead, invisible to the eye. The press
got word, and Smith released a statement that rsde the papers, to the effect that
their instruments had indeed finally detected ¢n umidentified flying object (yes,
it actually vas fn the papers). Shortly after, “addly enoush; Saith wao stripped

i other job. But L\e best part of the sto-

Ty 18 about Smith's claims that he was in cm\tnc« with a "space brother" named
m‘, who was visiting Earth because he was worried about the consequences of our
tests with nuclear weapous. lic also said that he had scen the actual saucers pi-
loted by the space brothers many times. In fact, the aliens had sent "monitors"
(basketball-sized robot acoute) to fly azound his house, end land in hig back-
yard. These were seen not only by Smith and his family, but by his neighbors,

Who often told the Smith's to get "those darn things out of" their yards.

grec

A major point is that the Canadian government kept Smith on staff through all
this, leading some people to conclude that the government figured Smith was on the
level (after all, he had invented several devices, and was called by some "the
best in the business"). Other stories centerirg around Smith include everything

in fact, you would be hard pressed to fit it all in a single book. It is a curious
story, some of which has been, apparently, confirmed by various officials and co-
workers of Smith. Is it true? Tuat's a 2ood question.



As a tidbit of information, T fust heard on the news that the NASA Venus
probe has sent back information which indicates that the planet may have had a
(and T use the NASA'scientist's quote) cataclysmic creation. Velikovsky fans
will no doubt be happy with that one. ("I told you so!")

Glancing at the top of my "to be looked into" file, I see that the one that
48 up mext is a "cattle mutilation" story from Teulon, Manitoba. The story ‘is
that a few years ago, a farmer noticed some cattle were missing at a head count,
and yent out looking for them. He found them, sure enough, but in a somewhat
charred state. The ROMP, it was said, could not explain how they died. A few
vere brought to my attention when I mentioned this to someone, nome of
which had anything to o with UR0's. It could prove to be an interesting case
o follow-up.
James Oberg, who writes the "UFD Update” colum for OMNI magazine,'is a very
good ‘writer, and'one of the more cbjective UF0 writers in the business. He wants
"just the facts, ma'am”, and'does a fairly pood fob of analyzing reports and
accounts. The latest OVNI (Dec. '78) carried his review of misidentifications
involving Venus, including Jimmy Carter's sighting some years back which was
1licized in every UFO zine in North America. Oberg even brought up the famous
"Fat  G111" case which occurred in New Guinea some years ago. The gist of the
story'is that a missionary and several natives observed a disc-shaped object on
several nights, and on some days) figures were seen moving around on a kind o
observation deck. At one point, one of the observers waved to the figures on the
floating craft, ‘and to his astonishment, the entity waved back. The Gill case
been attacked on many grounds by skeptics, including Philip Klass, who ques-
tioned the evesight of Gill, and the suggestability of the natives with him. Ob-

Update, and I foimd it particularly amusing. Oberg defended attack upon attack
from the interviewer, and fared very well. In fact, he made the interviewer seem
rather foolish at times. Most interesting is the fact that the magazine printed
the whole interview, giving a tremendous boost to the credibility and ability of
Oberg.

I watched an episode of Project UFD the other night, something I haven't
done in quite & long time (I still say it's one of the best comedy shows around).
This one involved a South Dakota incident whereby a fluoescent tube-shaped ob-
ject deposited two small, multinle-faceted cbiects inside a cave. In the show,
Blue Book tested one, and found it to be made of pure magnesium. In the end, of
course, an element of doubt was left as to the integrity of the witness, or rath-
er, one of the witnesses, but the overall imvression was that the case could not
be solved, or rather, explained. T remember when the show led you to believe
that Blue Book conld exp].ain everything, and you could at least recognize the
cases 1f you used a bit. Another thing is that, on
the show, "flying .aucers" are scarce. Plenty of Star Vars craft, but few discs.

Bugged!

Callahan and R.W, Mankin have published a paper in Avplied Optics (V. 17,
p.3355), showing that there is a definite correlation between UFO sightings and
dnfestations of spruce budworn moths. They have shown that light can be produced



i S -’

by putting insects in an electric field. Of course, this only happens under cer-
tain conditions, and the effect is negligible for a single insect, but given a
svarm of the little things, the light would be a strange impression indeed. Con-
stantly changing shape, pulsating, this light from a large swarm could be, in
the opinion of Callahan and Mankin, nistaken for a UFO. They even suggested a
valuable array of information that could be gleaned from checking UFO reports:
tracking insect migration.

This reminded me of something I once read about the Lubbock lights of Texas.
In the 1950 several college professors were observing the sky in a study of
crometeo: when they suddenly saw a "V'-shaved formation of green lights
fly quly overhead, travelling the entire sky in only three to four seconds.

Then another "flight" was seen, then about a few minutes later, another. In the
weeks that followed, hundreds of other witnesses observed the phenomenon, and a
few photographs were taken. The people were stumped, but Project Blue Book (or
was it Project Grudge at that time?) investigated and decided that the arrays of
objuu were nothing but migrating, low-flying plover (ducks), whose bellies
were reflecting the glow from street lichts. This was, of course, imediately
quite a lot of but some tried to duplicate the photo-
u-phwt the Lubbock Lizhts by taking pictures of the ducks under the same con-
ditions: Unfortunately, they failed: the ducks simply didn't want to co-overate,
and the lighting was too dim. Vet others, including one person I talked to in
Manitoba, said he had seen the effect many times while hunting (I know, my gram-
mar faltered on that one). By far the most intriguing idea was proposed by L
Jerome Stanton, in his book, "Flying Saucers: Hoax or Reality” (Belmont, 1966).
In it, he explained that the Lubbock Liphts were caused by the streetlights re=
flecting off ‘the wings of low-flying mot!

Which brings me to the end of another Swamo Gas Journal, This was to be a
t'one-shot", 1f you recall: perhaps it will be a "two-shot", or a three, or four.
It is certainly interesting, to say the least, to publish one's own fanzine, and
1'm glad I was talked into it. It takes up a lot of time to produce, and a lot
of energy. Yes, I know about the tyvos, and the bad sromar in perts, but typing
as one thinks is not mecessarily typin as one write

B s = ol tlne Jou're dom ot the Nanitoba Plangtarium,
the seven~foot-high plexiglass map of UF) sightings was planned and designed by
me, and the information contained on the key is my own research (I was the sole
investigator for 18 of the 23 cases prosenced).

A special thanks to. Mrs. T. O]l r for letting me use her typewriter, and to
luh Hall for the printing assistan
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